“ ENTER THE DARKNESS 


Int 1e 
kr ow 


ASTROS, DODGERS 
PLAY GAME 3 
IN HOUSTON 


Astros first baseman Yuli 
Gurriel, above, celebrates 
ahome run off pitcher Yu 
Darvish in the bottom of the 
second inning to start a big 
rally. Darvish did not make 
itthrough the inning after 
giving up four runs. Houston 
and Los Angeles are trying 
to take control of the World 
Series thatis tied at1-1. 

Get the late result at 
tampabay.com/sports 


Get ready 
to get moving 


The St. Pete Run Fest is 
coming, and organizers are 
hoping that it becomes an 
annual event. The festivities 
include a 5K, a half mara- 
thon and a Health & Fitness 
Market just before Thanks- 
giving. Personal Best 


Start-time petition 
gets big pledge 
Pinellas County School 
Board member Eileen Long, 
the mother of a junior at 
Palm Harbor University High 
and a soon-to-be Dunedin 
High freshman, says that 
she will sign the petition 
seeking to move the high 
school start time from 7:05 
a.m. to 8:30 a.m. Local, 1B 


Half-baked script 
hurts ‘Suburbicon’ 


Don’t expect much from 
the screenplay by Joel and 
Ethan Coen that is directed 
by George Clooney. Steve 
Persall review, 2B 


CVS in talks to buy 
insurer Aetna 


The deal could be worth 
more than $60 billion based 
on Aetna’s market value. 
Business, 4B 
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More, back page of Sports 


» 
Get up and go 


~ >a Itching for some- 
(u$ thing fun to do but 
don’t know what's 

going on? Worry not. We 

give you the rundown on 
local events at tampabay. 


com/things-to-do. 
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Take a tour of the all-black bungalow 
thatis turning heads. 1B 
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- No sewage spill charges 


A report says crimes were committed, but no St. Petersburg employees will be liable. 


BY CHARLIE FRAGO 
Times Staff Writer 
ST. PETERSBURG — No city 
employees will face criminal 
charges as a result of the mas- 
sive sewage discharges of 2015-16, 
Pinellas-Pasco State Attorney Ber- 
nie McCabe announced on Friday. 
But that doesn’t mean no 
crimes were committed. In fact, 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conser- 
vation Commission investigators 


said they found evidence that 
89 felonies and 103 misdemean- 
ors were committed as the city 
befouled itself over 13 months. 

Its overwhelmed sewage sys- 
tem released up to 200 million 
gallons of waste into neighbor- 
hoods and waterways. Tens of 
millions more were pumped 
underground. 

The FWC report said the city 
pumped 700 million to 800 mil- 


lion gallons underground, the 
first time that tally has been 
reported. That means St. Peters- 
burg released a total of up to 
1 billion gallons during the sew- 
age crisis. 

“The scale of this illegal waste- 
water discharge is unprece- 
dented in state history,’ FWC 
investigator Ammon Fisher 
wrote in the report. 

FWC blamed the long-term 


problem on the city’s two-decade 
failure to invest in and main- 
tain its sewage system. But in the 
short-term, the report blamed 
the decisions made by the 
administration of Mayor Rick 
Kriseman leading up to and dur- 
ing the crisis. 

The state launched the investi- 
gation on Oct. 23, 2016, and fin- 
ished the report last week on Oct. 
19. McCabe's office received it the 


next day. 

He said the final report 
— largely the same as the draft 
he received in July — does not 
identify individuals who may be 
responsible for the discharges. 
Thus there is no one to prosecute. 

“There’s a where. There’s a 
when. There’s no who,” McCabe 
said. “It would totally be a waste 
of time and resources to hold the 
» See SEWAGE, 13A 
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Imagine Clearwater would turn this parking lot next to Coachman Park into green space, walkways and an estuary. 


CLEARWATER’S CHANCE 


While other downtowns have bloomed, 
Clearwater’s has not. Voters are asked to 
imagine it with a revitalized waterfront. 


BY TRACEY MCMANUS 
Times Staff Writer 

CLEARWATER — When vot- 
ers in 2000 handily rejected a 
referendum to build along the 
depressed waterfront, devel- 
oper Al Justice wondered if 
dreams of a vibrant downtown 
were gone forever. 

He had spent decades 
bringing major projects — the 
Bank of America office tower 
in 1974, the now FrankCrum 
headquarters in 1998 — and 
wondered why more private 
investment wasn’t following. 

“Tt’s always been a mystery 
to me,” said Justice, now a 
consultant in North Carolina. 
“You’ve got one of the most 
beautiful waterfronts anybody 
has ever looked at, you’ve got 
all the beach activities just 
over the bridge. My God, what 
will it take to get somebody to 
wake up and take advantage 
of this?” 

Retail stores in the once 
vibrant core started a slow 
migration out with the open- 


ing of Countryside Mall 
in 1975, the same year the 
Church of Scientology moved 
in, establishing its interna- 
tional headquarters here and 
buying the landmark Fort 
Harrison Hotel. 

Since then, St. Petersburg, 
Dunedin and Tampa have all 
embodied the renaissance of 
American downtowns. 

But not Clearwater, Tampa 
Bay’s third-largest city. 

Voters on Nov. 7 will have 
a new chance to green light 
development on the public 
waterfront, which would be 
transformed by the $55 mil- 
lion Imagine Clearwater plan. 

The question is, can it trans- 
form downtown? 

“Only by bringing new 
activity, new opportunities to 
that glorious waterfront that 
Clearwater is blessed with 
are you going to establish that 
kind of momentum to create 
this city that it has the destiny 
to become,” Justice said. 

» See CLEARWATER, 6A 
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IMAGINE CLEARWATER 


e Covers 66 acres with the marina to the west, Osceola Avenue 
to the east, Drew Street to the north and Court Street to the south. 
e The plan would more than double the green space from the 
current 3.7 acres of Coachman Park and 5.6 acres west of City 


Hall to19 acres of park space. 


e Because there would be more green space, bike and walking 
paths, and improved trolley service, a good chunk of parking 
surface would be eliminated. The current 926 spaces around the 
waterfront will be reduced to 282, but consultants estimate there 
are nearly 4,000 parking spaces within a five- to 10-minute walk. 


e Main features include: a Coachman Garden with playground, 
picnic areas and fishing pier; a Green for concerts where there 
is currently a parking lot; an estuary under the Memorial Cause- 
way; a half-mile Bluff Walk with shaded paths, gardens and ter- 
races; and a gateway plaza with water features and event space 
at the corner of Cleveland Street and Osceola Avenue. 


obs, 
Stocks, 
growth 
add up 


The economy posts 
asecond quarter 
with 3 percent GDP. 
Can it be sustained? 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Powered 
by businesses and consum- 
ers, the U.S. economy grew at 
a solid 3 percent annual pace 
last quarter despite two devas- 
tating hurricanes — evidence 
of economic durability and all 
but assuring that the Federal 
Reserve will resume raising 
interest rates late this year. 

Friday’s figures from the 
government marked the first 
time in three years that the 
economy has expanded at a 3 
percent or more annual rate 
— historically, a normal pace 
for a healthy economy — for 
two straight quarters. 

More than eight years since 
the Great Recession officially 
ended, the economy is still post- 
ing consistent gains — in the 
job market, in business invest- 
ment, in consumer spend- 
ing and corporate earnings. 
Unemployment is at a 16-year 
low. Companies are restocking. 
An improving global economy 
is boosting U.S. exports. Stock 
prices are rising in tandem 
with company profits. 

The 3 percent annual 
growth for the July-Septem- 
ber quarter in gross domes- 
tic product — the total out- 
put of goods and services pro- 
duced in the United States — 
followed a 3.1 percent annual 
pace in the previous quarter. 
It was the strongest two-quar- 
ter showing since 2014. 

The economy managed to 
expand at a healthy rate last 
quarter despite the damage 
inflicted by Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma, which many econo- 
» See ECONOMY, 13A 


Nigerian girls, 
rigged for killing 


Their captors forced them to wear belts for 
suicide bombings. Somehow, they survived. 


New York Times 

MAIDUGURI, Nigeria — The 
girls didn’t want to kill any- 
one. They walked in silence for 
a while, the weight of the explo- 
sives around their waists pulling 
down on them as they fingered 
the detonators and tried to think 
of a way out. 

“T don’t know how to get this 
thing off me,’ Hadiza, 16, recalled 
saying as she headed out on her 
mission. 

“What are you going to do with 
yours?” she asked the 12-year- 
old girl next to her, who was also 


wearing a bomb. 

“Tm going to go off by myself 
and blow myself up,” the girl 
responded hopelessly. 

It was all happening so fast. 
After being kidnapped by Boko 
Haram this year, Hadiza was con- 
fronted by a fighter in the camp 
where she was being held hos- 
tage. He wanted to “marry” her. 
She rejected him. 

“You'll regret this,” the fighter 
told her. 

A few days later, she was 
brought before a Boko Haram 
» See NIGERIA, 12A 


New York Times 
Falmata B., 15, refused to carry out a suicide bombing for 
Boko Haram in Nigeria. “I was so afraid it would explode on 
its own,” she said of the suicide belt strapped on her. 


Ballpark plan puts 
apartments at risk 


Tampa Park Apartments would be in the 
shadow of Hillsborough’s site for the Rays. 


BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL 
AND STEVE CONTORNO 
Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — From his bedroom 
window in Tampa Park Apart- 
ments, retired longshoreman 
Willie Jackson can see construc- 
tion cranes transforming the sky- 
line half a mile away in Channel- 
side. 

With a new Tampa Bay Rays 
ballpark proposed barely more 
than a home-run away from his 
apartment, he’s thinking his 
neighborhood will soon have a 


date with a wrecking ball, too. 

“If they buy the project, I 
won't have no other choice but to 
move,” he said. 

The razing of poor, predomi- 
nantly black neighborhoods that 
cleared the way for Tropicana 
Field is not a scenario the socially 
conscious Tampa Bay Rays want 
to repeat as they look to find a 
new Tampa Bay home. 

For that reason, team offi- 
cials made it clear in behind-the- 
scenes talks with Hillsborough 
» See APARTMENTS, 13A 


